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    For over a century, the living circle of Zen has grown roots, put forth blossoms and flowers in North America. 
    Let us honor the depth and breadth of Soto Zen Buddhism as it has transformed our lives. 
 

—from a statement by leaders of Soto Zen Buddhism֊North America, ____    
on the occasion in November of 100 years of Soto Zen in North America__ 

 
 

Dear Friend, 
 
As 2022 draws to a close, we want to express our deep appreciation for your practice and your continued 
presence as part of Compassionate Ocean. Each of us has our own unique connection. Some have been active 
members for decades; others have just completed an introductory course; and still others connect and re-connect 
as life events and personal paths provide a way. In each case, we are a precious part of a precious practice 
community. We’re all creating and breathing life through and into our Center each time we come together—to 
sit, to listen, to talk, to learn, to breathe. Compassionate Ocean and our practice together create and transform 
each one of us, over and over again, along with innumerable other beings.    

As members of the Board of Directors, our concern is always to take best care of the elements that our 
community depends on to exist and to thrive: our wise teachers, our peaceful and welcoming place to gather, 
and—very importantly—the operational systems that are essential to the functioning of our community. 

It is in this spirit that we write to you today—asking you to consider a donation to our Year-End Appeal.    

Our goal is to raise $25,000. For a Center like ours, $25,000 makes a huge difference in the health and stability of 
our organization. Your donation will provide critical support for our Guiding Teachers, our Administrative Director, 
and our programing, building, and administrative expenses.  

As we continue to emerge from three years of COVID times, 
Compassionate Ocean is working to regain the financial stability of 
previous years. Your contribution will make a real difference. 

Let’s continue to join together to nurture Compassionate Ocean as a 
broad-minded and openhearted community, focused on the central 
activity of awakening and transforming suffering. 

Thank you for being part of Compassionate Ocean. 

Deep Bows,       

 

Ramona Advani              Mark Ostrander 
 

Co-Chairs, Board of Directors 

 
Your donation can be mailed in the enclosed envelope, or you can contribute online at www.oceanzen.org. 
Compassionate Ocean Zen Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. 


